Kayak teacher set to
take to the road

Mearing the end of his
adventure in Fapua New
Guinea, teacher ANDREW
HUGHES is planning a new
route home.

A STRANGELY wmeventiul day, I
thought Barely a puff wind, no
fishermen to tallk to, nothng rmcly
to share with the students on the
website that night.

Just hoar upon hour of rotating
shonlders and crusty salt build-up
on my forsanms as I paddlsd ever
orwards n wry kayak

Then a bump from behind. I
lookead under moy armpit and saw a
shark kesping perfect pace, just
beliw the surfass. That's not good.
Then an explosion of snergy as it
thirashed srownd. I panicked snd
h=ld my brsath with arms aloft.

I wanted to climb my small
flimay =aill but conld only =it snd
wait. Laft and riglit it dashed with
lighiming speed b=fore eventually
sinking cut of sight.

Fishermen later told me it
sotmded like the shark was chasing
a fish that was nsing the kayak for
protecticon.

After eventually making a full
racovery from my kmes infection,
I've mads fast progress along the
northern FHG eoast.

The dizaster-struck Oro Prov-
ince =till shows signs of tle fleroe
storms of last vear, with a battered
coastline and rebuildmg villapss.

It Morobs Provines I hopped
alomg the white sand fringed is-
lands and bouglf banamas and
pawpaw for Innch.

Instead of stopping in Las, a
major city, I ent across the Huon
Gulf and headsd for Fmsschafen.
In a blur of willapes, beaches,
colourful people and biting msects,
I find myself past Madang, beyond
Wewalr and rearmg the end. Per-
haps as you read this I'm already
there.

Climate change has been the
major learning foens for this expe
dition. The weathsr — a product of
the climate — has never besn far
froam oy thoughts A few nights
ago, in the tent during a tlandsr-
storm., it wasn't far from woy head
either!

InTufi the kaukan (swest potato)
was rotting in the ground becanss
uheard of ramn was falling in their
dry season Local phenomenon or
global climate change, earthly sx-
planation or hwmman expiration?
Hopefully students have a better
uderstanding sand can make up
thelr own minds.

I've decided to take a carbon
bullet smd will ride a biks from
Cairns back south.

Il bie huoms by Clristmas and, as
they say in PMG, w=ll hawve fo
share some stories then

@ Beview Andrew Hughes® ad-
wveniire and follow his bike ride
home  wia  his  website  at
v enpedition class. com
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