
into a paddle from Hobart to
Ulverstone, my hometown.
Then it morphed into a circum-
navigation of Tasmania, then a
journey across Bass Strait and
finally an epic from Hobart to
Cape York. Why and how it
evolved into the currently pro-
posed expedition is largely a
mystery, but it may have some-
thing to do with a lingering
childhood insecurity involving
my first BMX bike, a big dog,
and a steep hill.

So here we are, three months
away from departure and a lot
of work still to be done. The
focus is on getting a worthwhile
and unique learning package up
and running and ensuring that
I’m ready for the physical chal-
lenges that lie ahead. It won’t be
easy but myself and others are
determined to make this hap-
pen. The only guarantee I can
give is that it probably won’t be
half-arsed.

Welcome to issue 1 of The
Pandozer, the newsletter for
the Pandoz 2006 sea-kayak ex-
pedition. It will be appearing in
your inbox monthly until launch
day, which is getting frighten-
ingly close! So much to do, so
little clue.

Some of you will have no idea
who I am and how I got hold of
your email details. So let’s begin
with some background on my-
self and what Pandoz 2006 is all
about.

This year I muddled through a
Bachelor of Teaching course at
UTAS thanks somewhat to un-
derstanding lecturers and a
suspected clerical oversight. I
wondered what life after the
degree would hold. Maybe a
teaching job in Tassie, maybe
interstate or overseas, travel
and teach, just travel... work in a
shoe shop? I couldn’t quite pic-
ture myself in the classroom
teacher role but I wanted to be

in education somehow...

Many years ago my brother and
I stood on the Southwest Cape

Range (Tas.) and looked over
the heaving Southern Ocean.
We thought that it would be a
great adventure to paddle a
kayak amongst it. That throw-
away idea lodged in my spongy,
bundled, grey matter where
others are soon forgotten. Over
the intervening years it grew

A group of my friends know me as Pando. The name came originally from a flat-mate during my first stint
at Utas as a science student. Tongue-in-cheek, I had taken to calling a particular friend Sporty-Morty. Un-
beknownst to me this name caused Sporty some angst. As a form of non-violent retaliation Sporty came
up with Pando as a play on Andy-Pandy puddin’ and pie, kissed the girls and made them cry. In the begin-
ning, but always disguised, it had the desired effect. I didn’t like it. Especially when it was said with an ac-
centuated and drawn out DOOOO on the end. Surprisingly, it spread far and wide and soon I was known
by a subset of my friends and friends-of-friends as Pando. When the project needed a title I stewed on a
name for weeks. Something descriptive and memorable was required. In the end I opted for something
silly and forgettable, Pandoz 2006 was born. In hindsight, the 2006 on the end makes it sound like the lat-
est model of vaccum cleaners in a long line of Pandoz paraphernalia. Imagine, “Pandoz 1985: Enough suc-
tion to remove an eye AND featuring the patented retractable power-cord.” Hmm, might drop the 2006.
It’s not pronounced Pandoze either, that sounds as if I’ll be sleeping my way to Cape York. The Pandozer
has a friendly ring to it, simple as that, nothing to do with bulldozers.

The Tassie bush has been

my main source of adven-
ture until now.

Welcome
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 Hobart to

Cape York.

 Solo in a sea-

kayak.

 Eight months

hopping u the

coast and living

a simple life.

 Connecting

with schools

and the com-
munity.

 Exploring

marine issues,

coastal devel-
opment, health

and wellbeing.

 Adventure

learning.

All text by Andrew Hughes unless stated. Copyright 2005.
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The project revolves around two
key themes, the expedition and
the education. The expedition is

the physical transportation of
myself and a kayak from Hobart to
Cape York. The equipment, the
training, the research and planning
that go into that is my main focus

at the moment. Although I have
organised long trips by foot or
wheel before, I’m a mullet in a

school of sharks where kayaks are
concerned. Until a month ago I
hadn’t paddled a single person sea
kayak before! By 14th March next
year I need to be skilled and fit

enough to steer it safely from our
southern city to the tippity-top of
Australia. Therein lies the chal-
lenge. The question has to be
asked; is this pure folly? Am I a
goose in human garb? No, for a
couple of reasons. Firstly, I’m a
sensible, even cautious, traveler.
Over many hundreds of days and
nights in the bush or along lonely
roads I have always (nearly) made
the right choices to minimise my
exposure to risk. I’m not the guy
who pitches the tent at midnight
in a blizzard, or hurls himself he-
roically into the raging torrent to

want to recognise the current list
of sponsors and supporters for
their generous contributions;

Judy Travers and everyone
involved at the Centre for
Extended Learning Opportuni-
ties (CELO) for their work so
far.

Wayne Goninon at Utas Fac-
ulty of Science, Engineering
and Technology (how am I

Asking for money or equipment to
make this all happen is the least
enjoyable aspect of my prepara-
tion. The bottom line is that even
by sending myself broke (which
will happen), I need support.
Thankfully, there are beautiful and
intelligent people out there who
either see the potential or are
excited by the daring of the pro-
ject. Future issues of The Pan-
dozer will elaborate more but I

supposed to fit that on the
kayak Wayne?).

Matt Dalziel at Sea to Summit
for high quality gear and,
more importantly, advise and
paddling expertise.

Leigh at Power Plus in Der-
went Park for expert advice
on all things solar powered,
and mobile power solutions.

expedition will become a powerful
learning tool for students and
teachers across Tasmania and
Australia. A 12 week, 5-8 hours a
week learning package is under
development to complement the
expedition. As I travel north I will
be connected to the students
world through weekly emailed
newsletters. There will be forums
where students can contact me
and other experts in the curricu-

lum areas being investigated. The
hard-copy curriculum will be dis-
tributed to teachers before the
journey begins and is being written
to give teachers the flexible, rele-
vant and assessable content that is
required for all students to make
reasonable progress.

What really lies at the heart of
this project is the potential to
strengthen the connections be-
tween the supposedly ‘real

The camera will be cranking
out pictures soon, in the
meantime here’s some dodgy

clipart!

Educationat theCore

Halfa Brickat aTime :Support isbuilding.

“Education is a
social process.
Education is
growth. Education
is not a
preparation for
life; education is
life itself.”

John Dewey
“Adventure learning is an educa-
tional approach that provides
learners with opportunities to
explore real-world issues through
authentic learning experiences
within collaborative learning envi-
ronments.” (Doering, 2005 http://
polarhusky.com/source/
adventurelearning.pdf)

With some careful planning and
the help of experts in education
and other specialised fields the

Continued on page 3 (top)...

Continued on page 3 (bottom)...

Continued on page 3 (middle)...
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world’ and the school world. The
paddling component is important
only insofar as it provides the
motivation to attend to the pro-
ject. It is my acknowledgement
that to capture the widest audi-
ence requires an elaborate show.
Once the students are successfully
seated the next challenge is to
maintain their attention while
some important understandings
are explored. No gimmicks are
needed here, just well planned
curriculum that connects with

what I’m doing and what students
already know. We will ensure that
students can collaborate with
myself, experts and other stu-
dents.

The important understandings that
we are developing the curriculum
around are derived from the Tas-
manian Essential Learnings Frame-
work. Students will investigate
issues around maintaining health
and wellbeing, both physical and
mental/emotional. There will also
be an emphasis on understanding
large Earth systems such as the

marine food web and impacts of
over-fishing, and coastal develop-
ment.

Hopefully there will be opportuni-
ties before, during and after the
expedition for school visits to
consolidate the big ideas behind
the project and add that important
human element. The adventure
and the education inform each
other to the point where they are
indistinguishable from each other.
The project began as a personal
dream, hopefully it has trans-
formed into something measurably
more useful.

Kim and Ian at Roaring 40’s
Ocean Kayaking in Kettering.

The common theme running
through these people and the busi-
ness or institutions behind them is
an energetic, can-do attitude. I’m
sure it would be easier to ignore my
emails and get on with already busy
lives.

Hopefully next issue there will be a

Anthony Wood(y) for his time
and design prowess. Check out
the quality at;
www.anthonywoodeditions.com.

Greg Cairnduff and the Utas
Faculty of Education for continu-
ing support on many levels. How
long before they kick me out of
the computer lab Greg?

few more busi-
nesses or institu-
tions to add to the
list. If you know of
anyone in positions
of purse-string
power who might
like to be part of it,
let me know and I’ll
send out a sponsor-
ship proposal.

my long time-
frame (7-9
months), I won’t
be in any rush
to take foolish
risks.

Secondly, I un-
derstand what it

takes to stick out a long journey
of this sort. Up to a point, the
physical demands are not as criti-
cal as the mental attitude. I’ve

seen many strong bodied people
struggle when the reality of a
situation didn’t meet their expec-
tations. Admittedly, I need a lot of
work on paddle fitness and tech-
nique, and it will be hard work.
But the less tangible mental re-
quirements are already in place.

Lastly, I have full support from
family, friends and colleagues. Stay
tuned for the next issue for more
on the expedition logistics.

save the drowning wombat. I
know my limitations and cuddle-up
to them without apology. Given

Let’s hope the

tide is already
high, and this

guy wasn’t
counting on

coconuts!

Educationat theCore (cont. from pg.2)

Halfa Brickat aTime (cont. from page 2)

Unfortunately I couldn’t find

an image of half bricks… but-
can you feel the symbolism?

“I’ve seen

many strong

bodied people

struggle when

the reality of

a situation

didn’t meet

their

expectations.”

From page 2...

From page 2...

From page 2...



With me? Email me at pan-
doz06@gmail.com and I’ll advise
you of payment options. Or let
me know if you can help in
other ways (contacts along the
way, empty beach houses etc.).

Can’t find a spare $50, don’t
trust me to meet your friends?
No problems, but please do
forward this newsletter to any-
body that might be interested.

Are you a teacher? Do you want
the full learning package, includ-
ing weekly newsletters, curricu-
lum, school visits (conditions
apply) and a bit more? There are
only 40 class packages ($200)
available so sign up now. See the
Teacher’s Guide for more.

As a novel approach to fundrais-
ing I’ve come up with the idea of
charging people money for a
newsletter they never asked for
in the first place. The first three,
pre-departure issues, including
this one, are free. They are de-
signed to build the suspense to
the point where you will feel
compelled to deposit $50 into
expedition funds to subscribe to
the post-departure newsletters.
Throughout the journey I will be
writing a fortnightly (minimum)
account of my experiences on
and off the water.

It will include up to date infor-
mation on the expedition pro-
gress, including stories, photos
and short movies. Get the goss,
subscribe to The Pandozer now!

Phone: 0437668537

Post: 6/297 Churchill Ave, Sandy Bay, 7005
E-mail: pandoz06@gmail.com
ABN: 44 911 440 038

NextIssue
Training for the journey.
Photos, photos, photos.
Arrgghh...the plan for crossing

Bass Strait.
How I’ll stay connected to the

rest of the world.
Sponsor profiles.
Special report on my trip to

Sydney with Eric.

Pandoz 2006
The Pandozer Issue 1

IDon’t WantYourSympathy, IWant$50

“Don't be too timid and squeamish about
your actions. All life is an experiment. The
more experiments you make the better.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803– 1882)

The giraffe told me to do it.

Adventure
Learning

Teachers


